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FREE 

MUSEUM DAY 

May 28, 2022 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
May 13-15: From Broadway to the Badlands Melodrama 

May 21: Kids Art Class: Ceramics Glazing with Dustin Stephenson 

May 26: Speaker Series: A Bridger Mystery with Terril Mills 

May 28: STEAM class: Energy Powered Cars with Delina Wille 

June 6-25: Performing Arts Camp: Peter Pan Jr. 

June 14: Speaker Series: Kylie McCormick, The Wyoming State Flag 

July 9: Paleontology Symposium 

Everyone is welcome 

to enjoy the  

Washakie Museum 

FREE all day on  

Saturday, May 28, 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Bring your friends 

and relatives! 



Spring is busting out all over the 

Museum! We’re growing seedlings in the 

front lobby; there are posters about soil 

and an interactive sandbox in the 

temporary gallery, and beautiful 

landscape paintings in the foyer. We’re 

celebrating spring and Earth Day and 

doing what we can to be kinder to the 

beautiful planet that sustains us. As the 

snow disappears (then reappears) and 

green shoots appear, it’s a great time to appreciate the 

land, air, and water that we’ve been given, and think of 

how we can best take care of it so future generations also 

have a healthy place to live. Every little action helps! Here 

at the Museum we’re hosting a gardening workshop, a 

regenerative agriculture talk, and a kids’ class on the water 

cycle and how to grow plants. And we’re trying to reduce 

what we send to the landfill by using less disposable 

dishware, less bottled water, and recycling aluminum cans. 

We also installed a water-filler fountain in our lobby to 

encourage the use of refillable water bottles. I hope you’ll 

join us in making our earth a little healthier for our kids 

and grandkids! 
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Letter from the Director 

Spring is Busting Out All Over 

Jacquelyn Simonis graduated from the University of Montana in December 

of 2021 with a BFA in technical theatre and a minor in anthropology. She 

has always loved building and creating things and specialized in scenic 

design and props for her degree. She also enjoyed learning about cultures 

and was hoping to combine the two interests at a museum.  How lucky that 

she arrived in Worland just as the Assistant Curator and Artist Liaison 

position opened up at the Museum! 

Jacquelyn spent the first 15 years of her life in Wisconsin before moving to 

Prague, Czech Republic, with her family. After many adventures 

galivanting across Europe, she was ready to come back to the US, where 

she chose the University of Montana in Missoula for their program and the 

mountains close by. She came to Worland with her boyfriend, who started as the new Choir and 

Assistant Band Director at the middle and high school this past fall. She thought Wyoming sounded 

like a fun adventure and is excited to start exploring the area. About a week after arriving in January, 

she was amazed to see our posting for the Assistant Curator, which seemed too good a fit to be true!  

Jacquelyn is most excited about being able to work with local artists, and installing the ever-

changing exhibits here at the museum. “Everything is falling into place,” she says. “I am unbelievably 

grateful and excited to be here!” 

Meet Our New Assistant Curator! 

Marian Bender, 

Executive Director 

Where: Stogie Joe’s, 800 N 10th St, Worland  

When: Now on Saturdays! 7:00 pm.  
April 16, 23, 30 and May 7 and 14 

Cost: $5 per person 

CASH PRIZES! • FOOD & DRINK DEALS! 

Every week features a history category! 
Brought to you by the Washakie Museum 

www.washakiemuseum.org 

Jacquelyn Simonis 
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From  

   to the  
         

May 13, 5:30 p.m.  Patron Appreciation DINNER THEATER   
Museum Patrons Free (By Invitation Only)  

Other members $40  Non-Members $50  

Includes dinner and drinks.  Cash bar available. 

May 14, 7:00 p.m.  GENERAL ADMISSION 

Adults: Members $15  Non-Members $18  Youth (17 & under)  $10 

Free popcorn at intermission. Cash bar available. 

May 15, 2:00 p.m.  HIGH TEA 

Adults: Members $20  Non-Members $24  Youth (17 & under)  $15 

Includes tea, finger sandwiches, fruit, and desserts. 

SPONSORED BY: Legacy Financial Partners of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, John and Margaret 

Shaw; ANB Bank; Carl and Barbara Berryman; David and Marilyn Bostrom; Bob and Staci Brazell;  

Steve and Laura Brown; Dan and Nancy Frederick; Mike and Tiffany Greear; Martenson Partnership;  

David and Charleen Hamilton; Jadeco, Inc.; Tom and Laura McDonald; McKinnon Flooring; Donna  

Moberly; David and Diana Veile; T.J. and Carole Woosley and Family. 

Tickets available online at  

washakiemuseum.org,  

at the Museum, 

or by calling 347-4102 

Proud to Be  a Blue Star Museum!  
Once again, the Washakie Museum will  
be participating in the Blue Star Museums  
program—a collaboration between the  
National Endowment for the Arts, Blue 
Star Families, and the US Department of 
Defense—to provide free admission to  
active-duty military and their families.  
The 2022 Blue Star program runs from 
May 21, Armed Forces Day, through  
September 5, Labor Day. 



Curator’s Corner 

Now Showing...at the Washakie Museum! 
This Curator’s Corner will focus on all the things happening at the museum 
this spring and give you some important save-the-dates for upcoming 
summer events! 

First up is the museum’s April exhibit, Dig It! The Secrets of Soil. 
Originally a year-long exhibit at the Smithsonian, this version of Dig It! has 
been pared down and made available for use by the National Museum of 
Natural History. This means that the exhibit can be customized by anyone 
who wants to use it! Thanks to help from Dr. Caitlin Youngquist at the 
University of Wyoming Extension-Worland, Dig It! will not only allow 
visitors to explore the science of soil formation but also look at the rich 
agricultural history of Worland. The exhibit will feature hands-on 
activities, games, historic photographs, and artifacts...and a new 
augmented reality sandbox! The sandbox is an interactive way for kids 
(and adults) to create landscapes in sand and watch in real-time as contour 

lines appear and change, and rivers and bodies of water form or disappear. You can even make it 
“rain” in the sandbox to see how the rainfall affects different landscapes. The augmented reality 
sandbox will become part of the museum’s permanent exhibit and will be a fun, new way for 
educators in Worland to teach their classes about geography, map reading, watersheds, and more. 

The All-School Art Show will occupy the temp 
gallery during the month of May. Local teachers 
will display the best of their student’s artwork in 
the museum for the entire community to enjoy. 

The museum’s big summer exhibit, The 
Worland Monarchs, will open in June and 
run through early August. This exhibit will be 
bright and fun for locals and tourists alike.  The 
exhibit will tell the story of Worland’s own record
-holding women’s fast-pitch softball team, the 
Monarchs, and their beloved coach, Ray Sanchez. 
Thanks to the generosity of many of the former 
team members and to Ray’s son, Tom, numerous 
items—including recorded oral histories, 
uniforms, photographs, equipment, and 
newspapers—will be on display throughout the 
summer. The exhibit will also explore the history 
of Title IX and how it changed, and continues to impact, women’s sports. 

In addition to exhibits, the museum will be hosting the always popular Paleontology Symposium  
on July 9. The one-day event is free to the public and will feature presentations by paleontologists 
and geologists working in the Big Horn Basin. There will also be poster displays which will remain up 
for the whole month.  

Finally, July will also be an opportunity for middle- and high-school aged kids (12-17 years old) to 
participate in Archaeology Camp. Camp will run for three days, July 21st through 23rd, from 10 am 
to 3 pm. Students will get to learn what archaeology is, what archaeologists do, and how 
archaeologists know what they know by participating in hands-on activities daily. These activities will 
include mapping and compass work, a mock excavation, experimental archaeology, and a mystery 
game to show off everything learned! Cost for Archaeology Camp is $75 per person for members, and 
$80 per person for non-members, and includes all supplies, a t-shirt, and lunch on the last day of 
camp! Scholarships are available. Please email curator@washakiemuseum.org or call Stevie at  
the museum at 307-347-4102 for more information or to register. 
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Stefanie Kowalczyk, 

Curator 

Users can move the sand to create landforms and make it 

rain in the museum’s new Augmented Reality Sandbox. 

mailto:curator@washakiemuseum.org


Museum Happenings, Winter 2022 
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World War 1 Exhibit  
A Worland high school student views the exhibit about 

the heroic Lost Battalion in WWI. Twelve visitor 

groups took guided tours of the this engaging exhibit, 

and hundreds of individuals viewed artifacts and 

information, including items from Worland WWI 

veterans. 

Museum Trivia  
“The Bomb Moms” won cash prizes at the  

March 7 Museum Trivia Night held at  

Stogie Joe’s Restaurant and Bar. Museum 

Trivia Night continues on Saturday nights 

April 16-May 14 ! 

Robotics Team 
The Worland Robotics Team, sponsored by 

the Worland Kiwanis and the Museum, 

designed and built this robot and competed 

with it at the state level. Pictured are (l to r) 

Oran Green, Jackson Richard, Luke Hamer, 

and Xander Smart.  

Beadworking Workshop 
On March  26, artist Diana Scranton taught 

students the basics of beadwork, two key stitches, 

and how to design and make an Amulet Bag.  



 

Type of Object 
If you’re in a Wyoming 

State Park:  

If you’re on U.S.  

Forest Service land: 

PLANT FOSSILS  
Mineralized plants (leaves, 
cones, seeds) 

Non-rare fossils may be col-
lected; permit required for 
scientific or commercial pur-
poses 

Common ones may be collected for 
personal, noncommercial use; limit 
of 25 lbs/day, 100 lbs/year 

 

TRACE FOSSILS Preserved 
evidence of past life activities 
(burrows, footprints, skin im-
pressions, coprolites) 

Non-rare fossils may be col-
lected; permit required for 
scientific or commercial  
purposes 

Plant trace fossils require no permit, 
but vertebrate trace fossils require a 
permit 

 

PETRIFIED WOOD  
Fossilized remains of trees 

May be collected; permit re-
quired for scientific or com-
mercial purposes 

Permit not required for personal, 
hobby, noncommercial use; permit 
required for scientific or commercial 
purposes 

 

INVERTEBRATE FOSSILS 
Animals without backbones 
(clams, snails, ammonites, 
trilobites, clams, corals) 

May be casually collected 
from the surface; no  
excavation allowed 

May be collected without a permit 
from the surface without digging, 
and for hobby, educational, noncom-
mercial use only; permit for research 
purposes 

 

VERTEBRATE FOSSILS  
Animals with backbones 
(fish, sharks, dinosaurs,  
turtles, mammals) 

Permit required All collection requires a permit and 
is limited to qualified paleontologists 

 

CULTURAL ARTIFACTS, 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

RESOURCES Remains of 
prehistoric or historic human 
life or activities at least 50 
years old 

Permit required Collection is not allowed without a 
permit 

 

ROCKS, MINERALS &  
GEMSTONES 

(No information available) Rock hunting (surface collection) for 
personal, hobby, noncommercial use 
only is allowed without a permit; 
limit one 5-gallon bucket/day/
person; total limit of 250 lbs/year 

 

METEORITES (No information available) Collection for personal, hobby, edu-
cational, noncommercial use is  
allowed without a permit 

 

NON-FOSSILIZED BONES/
SKULLS/TEETH/ANTLERS/
HORNS 

Human remains may not be 
recovered; in some areas, 
antler sheds may be collected 
seasonally 

Permit required  

CAVE RESOURCES  
Plant, animal, or  
geographical features 

Permit required May not be altered, damaged, or  
removed 

 

“Can I Keep This?” A Guide to Responsible Collecting 
A SUMMARY OF PUBLIC LAND FOSSIL AND ARTIFACT COLLECTING REGULATIONS 
Many thanks to the following for their assistance:  Laura Vietti, PhD, Geological Museum and Collections Manager, University 
Forest, Medicine Wheel Ranger District; Stacy Whitman Moore, Assistant Field Manager, Resources, Bureau of Land Management, W
Preservation Office 



 

If you’re on BLM (Bureau of 

Land Management) land: 

If you’re in a  

National Park: 

If you’re on the  

Wind River  

Reservation: 

 

A reasonable amount (25 lbs/day; 
250 lbs/yr) may be collected for 
personal use on BLM lands that are 
not restricted or closed 

Leave all fossils where they are; 
take a photo and show it to a 
park ranger 

Permission and permit 

 required 

Invertebrate/plant trace fossils may 
be collected, but vertebrate trace 
fossils may not be collected without 
a permit 

Leave all fossils where they are; 
take a photo and show it to a 
park ranger 

Permission and permit 

 required 

25 lbs/day + one piece per day may 
be collected for personal use only; 
may not be sold, traded, bartered; 
limit 250 lbs/year 

May not be collected Permission and permit  
required 

Can be collected in reasonable 
amounts for personal use; may not 
be sold, traded, bartered 

Leave all fossils where they are; 
take a photo and show it to a 
park ranger 

Permission and permit 

 required 

May not be collected without a  
permit 

Leave all fossils where they are; 
take a photo and show it to a 
park ranger 

Permission and permit 

 required 

Federally protected and may not be 
collected without a permit 

Do not touch or collect arti-
facts; take photos and show to 
park rangers 

Permission and permit 

 required 

25 lbs/day + one piece per day may 
be collected for personal use only; 
may not be sold, traded, bartered; 
limit 250 lbs/year; no digging or 
excavation 

May not be collected Permission and permit 

 required 

May collect what can easily be hand
-carried up to 10 lbs/year/person 
for personal use only 

(No information available) Permission and permit 

 required 

Wyoming Game & Fish Dept. regu-
lations apply 

(No information available) Permission and permit 

 required 

May not be altered, damaged, or re-
moved 

May not be altered, damaged, 
or removed 

Permission and permit 

 required 

A Guide to Responsible Collecting 
A SUMMARY OF PUBLIC LAND FOSSIL AND ARTIFACT COLLECTING REGULATIONS  
Many thanks to the following for their assistance:  Laura Vietti, PhD, Geological Museum and Collections Manager, University of Wyoming; Mike Stites, West Zone Archaeologist, US Forest Service, Bighorn National 
Forest, Medicine Wheel Ranger District; Stacy Whitman Moore, Assistant Field Manager, Resources, Bureau of Land Management, Worland Field Office; John P Laughlin, Archaeologist, Wyoming State Historic 
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We have new consignment artwork at the museum gift shop by artist Ray Bower, Jr.  

Ray was born and raised in Worland and is well known for his vibrant, soft, abstract 

landscapes. Come in and see these unique oil paintings. They would add a great touch of 

color to any room! 

Big Art on Small Canvases 

Upcoming  

Education Events 
SPEAKER SERIES 
May 26 Terril Mills, “A Bridger Mystery: The 

Elopement of Sylvester Fergig and Annabelle 

Sickafoose,” 6-7:00 pm 

June 14, Kylie McCormick, “The Wyoming State 

Flag and the Women who Made it Fly,” 6-7:00 pm 

July 14, Michael Donahue, “Where the Rivers 
Ran Red-The Indian Fights of George A. Custer,”  
6-7:00 pm 

STEAM SATURDAYS (Grades K-5) 
May 28  “Vroom, Vroom: Energy-Powered Cars 

through Physics and Propulsion,” 10-11:30 am 

with Delina Wille 

PERFORMING ARTS CAMP (Age 10-18) 
 “Peter Pan Jr.”  
Registration open now at washakiemuseum.org 

Auditions: June 6, 9:00 a.m. 

Rehearsals/Workshops: Daily, June 6-25,  

9:00-2:00 (except June 7) 

Performances: June 24, June 25 (matinee, 2:00) 

KIDS ART CLASS  
May 21, Ceramics Glazing with Dustin Stephenson; 

Cost: $18  

 
Archaeology Camp  

 

Thursday July 21-Saturday July 23 

10 a.m.-3 p.m. daily 

Ages 12-17  

$75/individual for members 

$80/individual for non-members 

(includes all supplies and a T-shirt) 

Join us at Archaeology Camp and learn what 

archaeology is, what archaeologists do, and 

how they know what they know! Students will 

have the opportunity to participate in hands-

on activities each day including field mapping, 

compass work, experimental archaeology, and 

a mock excavation. The camp will end with a 

game and prizes! 

 

Register online at washakiemuseum.org  

or call 347-4102 
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Education Station 

Learning Opportunities for All Ages 
Museum Educator Kurt Johnson hit the ground running when he started at the Museum in  

November, and we’re happy to see him now offering more learning opportunities than ever! 

The new Speaker Series kicked off in February with Kurt’s presentation, WWI, Labor Unrest, and 

the First Red Scare, that complimented our temporary exhibit, WWI America. Jim O’Connor 

followed with a presentation on March 10, covering the business history of downtown Worland. On 

April 13, Caitlin Youngquist of the University of Wyoming Extension Office offered a screening of the 

award-winning documentary Kiss the Ground, followed by an open question-and-answer that 

brought the insights of regenerative agriculture home to the Big 

Horn Basin. Also included in our movie showing was a special 

snack of organic popcorn and healthy refreshments. Keep an eye on 

the museum website and Facebook page to see what other speakers 

will be featured in coming months! 

STEAM Saturdays continue to engage the elementary school kids 

each month. In February, Kirby-based artist Danita Sissy Sayers 

explained how indigenous peoples used native plant life for both 

medicinal and nutritional purposes. In March, Bridget Wade and 

Tracey Whitman-Moore taught about Wyoming’s rocks and 

minerals, testing their hardness on the Mohr’s scale and then 

letting them see which ones were easiest to break with a rock 

hammer. On April 23, Kurt will give the kids a presentation soil  

and the water cycle to accompany Earth Day. As part of the  

project, the participants will plant seeds and seedlings to take  

home and watch grow.  

The Museum partnered with the Worland School District to bring back Missoula Children’s  

Theatre for a week-long residency in March that ended with two live performances of The 

Emperor’s New Clothes on March 5. 

Sixty Worland school-aged kids got to 

act, take part in workshops, and learn 

about some of the technical backstage 

aspects of theater performances.  

Kurt’s never happier than when he’s 
leading tours and helping visitors enjoy 
the museum’s exhibits. He led 12 group 
tours, totaling 200 visitors, through the  
WWI America exhibit. One of his most 
satisfying tours was having the entire 
Worland eight-grade class visit the 
exhibit to see their school curriculum 
come to life. Kurt hopes to offer more 
tours to locals and visitors alike over the 
summer.  A rehearsal of “The Emperor’s New Clothes” with MCT, with the 

Emperor with the kings and queens in back, the artisans in the 

middle rows, and the royal silkworms in front. 

Kids learned about and painted 

flowers native to Wyoming for 

STEAM Saturday in March. 



FROM THE MUSEUM’S ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION:  

Back in the Day…  

Phones Were On the Wall, Not in Your Pocket! 
Bill Bjornestad, Ten Sleep, 2018: During the war…we had a phone line, just a 
wire line went down the Nowood, and it went up the Nowood, went up through our 
place on the mountain and went over into Kaycee. Then that was the only outside 
communication there for years, but then got to where they couldn't take care of the 
line. And if lightning ever hit, if you had one of those phones, you knew it. Sparks 
would fly ever’where. They'd arc between the bells. It would wake you up!  

 
Dorothy Scheuerman, Worland, 2018 [Electricity] came in at that time. We 
had telephone, and everybody was on the same line. (laughter) 
INTERVIEWER: Did you listen to other people? 
DOROTHY: Yeah, we did. (laughter) And they listened to us! (laughter) Neighborly. 

 
Ruth McKeon, Florence Laird, Emma Hampton (Telephone Operators), Worland, 1989 

EMMA: I would plug in and say, “Number please,” press a button and that would signal the other 
party.  You see, we had two connections or cords, and when you connected the other party, they could 
talk. 
 
FLORENCE: I was working in the daytime, and it was right at the noon hour, and I recognized this 
voice, Owen Evert, and it was his house, his telephone number, and he said get the doc, and then I 
heard nothing else. But I heard the telephone fall to the floor or bump the wall, and so I called Dr. 
Reed and told him there was something wrong over at the Evert home. That was exciting ‘cause I 
could hear footsteps running around the house. I was told later…that when he went in the home, he 
figured it out their house was full of carbon monoxide. When the doctor got in, the whole family was 
on the floor and out from this poison gas. 
 
EMMA: The boys would call in and visit with us because we didn’t have anything to do. 
 
INTERVIEWER: Did anybody try to call you and make a date with you? 
 
FLORENCE: Oh, yes! And these wool growers when they came to town—I remember how much fun it 
was to ring those lines out there. We could ring four different things on one plug-in, and it was so 
much fun because like if their number was 012, well, we rang the bell a long ring and then two short 
rings. It was entertainment for those on the 
line. They’d call in, and they’d say, “I knew 
it was you working. Well, I can tell your 
ring.” 
 
RUTH: There were as many as 15 
subscribers on one line, and you can 
imagine how hard it was to place a call, 
especially if there were sisters. And then 
sometimes if there was an emergency, we 
were allowed to go in and say, “We have an 
emergency call, would you please hang up.” 
Well, then in about five minutes, they  
were all on the line again finding out what 
the emergency was. 
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In 1919, the First National Bank building housed the telephone office 

upstairs. Photo by Rico Stine. From the archives of the Washakie 

Museum, Dan Healy Collection. 
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Save the Date! 

August 6, 2022 

5:00-10:00 pm 

SQUARE DANCING with Caller Stephen Lassiter (In the air-conditioned gym!) 

COUNTRY WESTERN DANCING with the Terry Waugh Band (Outside under the stars!) 

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs and Sides—Homemade Pies—Full Bar 
$15 Cover Charge (food & drink not included) 

Presented by the Worland Community Center and the Washakie Museum 

Worland Community Center 

The story of author Jill 

Hunting’s family history 

coincides with prehistory and 

national history, intersecting 

with dinosaur bone discoveries, 

the abolition of slavery, and 

forced relocation of Indigenous 

tribes. $21.95 

 

As this year marks the 150th 

anniversary of Yellowstone 

National Park, why not learn 

how it was established? Mark 

Miller tells how an ambitious 

politician, Nathaniel P. 

Langford, and an army 

lieutenant, Gustavus Doane, 

helped found the Park.$21.95 

Lynn Downey delves into the 

history of dude ranches and 

their deep connection to the 

history of the West. She shows 

how dude ranches influenced 

American culture as well as how 

ranchers adapted to changing 

times and vacation trends. 

$24.95 

New Books at the Museum Gift Shop 



 

MUSEUM STAFF 

Marian Bender (Executive Director) mbender@washakiemuseum.org 

Stefanie Kowalczyk (Curator) curator@washakiemuseum.org 

Jacquelyn Simonis (Asst Curator/Artist Contact) jsimonis@washakiemuseum.org 

Kurt Johnson (Educator) kjohnson@washakiemuseum.org 

Chloe Stine (Special Events/Facility Rental/Gift Shop) cstine@washakiemuseum.org 

Nick Bower (Facility Manager) wmmaintenance@washakiemuseum.org 

Robyn Irons (Grants & Media Manager) rirons@washakiemuseum.org 

Gary Sutherland (Accountant) bookkeeper@washakiemuseum.org 

Robin Arthun (Guest Services/Membership) rarthun@washakiemuseum.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Leslie Basse, President 

Muffie Shaw, Vice President 
Steve Radabaugh, Secretary 

Laura Brown, Treasurer 
Janet Benson 

Barbara Berryman 
George Sheaff 
Kathy Mercado 

Jim Nelson 
Kent Richins 
Charles Smith 

David Frahm, Ex-Officio 

2200 Big Horn Avenue 

Worland WY 82401 

washakiemuseum.org 

(307) 347-4102 

 

SAVE THE DATE: paleontology symposium July 9, 2022 

Hear presentations from world-class paleontologists working  

in the Big Horn Basin! 

Reading the Rocks  Brady Foreman, Western Washington 

University; Gabe Bowen, University of Utah; Scott Wing, 

Smithsonian Institution 

All Fossils Great and Small  Natasha Vitek, Stony Brook 

University; Vera Korasidis, University of Melbourne; Ellen Curano, 

University of Wyoming 

Poster Presentations from other paleontologists and UW students. 

9:00 AM—4:00 PM  -  LUNCH INCLUDED 

FREE 

 


